RU 486 interferes with egg transport and retards the in vivo and in vitro development of mouse embryos.
Oral administration of RU 486 at 100 mg/kg BW/day to mice on Days 1 and 2 of pregnancy caused retention of embryos in the oviduct and expulsion of those having entered the uterus. The treatment also retarded the development of embryos. In vitro study showed that RU 486 reduced the percentage of 2-cell mouse embryos developing into blastocysts. Thus, in addition to interfering with egg transport and impairing embryonic development in vivo, RU 486 can act directly on the embryo, interfering with preimplantation development in vitro.